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NEVADA COUNTY NARROW GAUGE TRAIN AT CEDAR KRESS 
As photographed by Al Phelps in April, 1959 
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peaking of Railroads .. . 


An interesting phase of railfanning sel- 
dom pursued by the majority of collectors is 
that of tracking down the seemingly end- 
less number of former logging railroads that 
ceased to exist in days gone by. 


The entire United States, from the At- 
lantic to the Pacific, has been crisscrossed 
by a network of these utilitarian roads. Re- 
maining today are but a handful of larger 
carriers hauling logs to the mills in mass 
transportation movements. And these are 
concentrated in the areas in which are re- 
maining the largest of our country’s forests. 


But in days dimmed in all but the mem- 
ories of old-time denizens of our forest areas 
railroads played a large part in the trans- 
portation of logs to the whirling saws of the 
mills. A small mill situated far up in the 
hills would have a mile or two or track into 
the adjacent timber with one locomotive to 
do all the work. To get the sawn lumber 
to market a flume or horse-drawn wagon 
would twist and wind down the canyon, but 
nearly always the journey would originate 
deep in the woods by rail. 


As areas were logged out the early mills 
and railroads either were left to rust into 
oblivion or they were dismantled, removed 
to another site, and erected again, contin- 
uing this process until entire sections of our 
forests were denuded. 


Much of this equipment was not worth 
salvaging when operations ceased, and it 
- was left by owners on the site. Unfortunate- 
ly, when scrap values rose ten or fifteen 
years ago most of the easily accessible rem- 
nants were disposed of. But that should 
not detract from the interest that is still 
existant in these former masterpieces of 
railroading. 


Deep in the heart of the hills can be 
found trestlework and cribbing still stand- 
ing that can not be duplicated by any othe: 
branch of the transportation service, and 
guaranteed to give grey hairs to modern 
civil engineers. Wandering across a lush 
meadow and down a steep, narrow canyon 
is the remains of a hastily constructed road- 
bed; at least that portion of it that hasn't 
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been eroded by the elements in past decades, 
or eradicated by slides or where the creek 
has undermined the right of way. 


It isn't hard to imagine the primitive 
steam power used on some of these earliest 
ventures, gradually graduating through the 
gypsies to tank engines to geared power. 
Here, it seems, started the exodus of the 
small logging road. More and more trucks 
are making inroads, and who knows how 
long it may be before even some of the 
larger remaining rail carriers bow before 
the challenger. 


Lately there has been renewed interest 
among some railfans in the early logging 
railroad history of the Santa Cruz Mount- 
ains area, a region that is continually turn- 
ing up something new in the way of a long- 
forgotten railroad that years before trans- 
ported logs and lumber to the seacoast or 
to a station on the South Pacific Coast Ry. 


True, the locomotives of these earl} 
carriers are gone, though when questioned 
residents in the area might confuse a rusty, 
deteriorating steam donkey in the woods 
with a railroad steam engine. But the walk 
along the rapidly degenerating roadbed is 
well worth the effort. It isn’t hard in these 
surroundings to imagine a diminutive ‘en- 
gine pulling her limit of two or three log 
cars up “impossible” grades, and then letting 
them down those same grades with possibly 
nothing more than the reverse and steam 
jam brakes on the engine for braking power 
Is it litthke wonder then that there are still 
a few railfans scouring the hills for what 
might turn out to be the prize of their 
collection: an abandoned, forgotten loco 
motive by the remains of a small mill, an 
engine that got away on the hill and now 
reposes in the bed of the creek or partly 
down the slope, or even possibly stumble 
on to a complete orphan logging railroad 
still operating today to a small mill far from 
the traveled roads! 


Impossible you say, but it happened 4 
few years ago with the “discovery” of the 
still-operating Santa Cruz Lumber Co 


JACK GIBSON 
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NEVADA COPPER BELT 21 taken at Mason, Nevada, August 14, 1945 
-- Photo by Al Rose 


BAY AREA GROUP BUYS COPPER BELT GAS CAR 
The equipment committee of the Yay Area Electric Railfans 

has purchased the Nevada Copper Belt's wooden Hall Scott gas 
motor Number 21. While older than number 22 it is in mech 
better shape. It will be stored at the V&Tl engine house at 
Carson City. The car body was built by Holman while the 
running gear was constructed by Hall-Scott. It originally 
saw wervice on the Salt Lake & Utah before electrification. 

-- BERA Secretary, Addison Laflin 


NORTHERN REDWOOD 7 FOR SALE IN SOUTH 

The former Northern Redwood Lumber Gorpany No. 7, 2-8-2T, 
has arrived in Los Angeles via Union Pacific consigned to the 
Finklestein “upply Yompany. It now bears the number United 
States Army #6955. The engine was built by Alco-Brooks in 
1926 as #67189 as the Charles Nelson Lumber Company #7 later 
becoming Northern Redwood Lumber Company 7. For several years 
prior to being sold to the Army the engine was leased to the 
Hammond Lumber Company as its Number 14. -- Best 


SORRECTION ON S..sGRAMENTO 
Addison saflin points out that Central California Tract- 
ion motor '/ is still in Sacramento stored at 41st and X Ste - 


reet baru, but confirms that it has not seen service as stated 
in our April issue. 











EXCURSION NOTES 


CALISTOGA TRIP SCHEDULED FOR JUNE 15TH 


A change in the date for the CNRHS trip to Calistoga has 
scheduled the trip for June 15th. A survey of the 400 odd 
fans who attended the San Ramon Trip revealed that the later 
date was perfered. The trip is scheduled to leave on the 
7:30 AM ferry from San Francisco thense over the S.P. main 
line to Susuin-Fairfield where the special will head over the 
branch line to Calistoga. The route parallels the old Napa 
Valley Electric route as the SP and Napa Valley ran within 
sight of each other most of the way. Fare has been announced 
as $4.75 from the Bay Area. Tickets will be available at 
local agencies or Jim Cloney, 2471-15th Ave., San Francisco 16,) 


COLORADO TRIP ARRANGED BY LA FAN 


Nolan W. Black of Los Angeles is promoting a trip over 
the Colorado Narrow Gauge for July 14th through 18th. 
trip will cover 863 miles of narrow gauge railroad at a fare 
of $35.00. Overnight stops will be made Montrose and 
Durango for which a separate charge will be made. The compl- 
ete circle will not be made. Reservations for the r 
trip plus $7.00 —— Tor logging mst be made by July 3rd with 


Noland W. Black, 6015 Burwood Avemue, Los Angeles 42, Calif... thorten 
westbou 
minutes 


BOOSTER "MYSTERY TRIP" MEMORIAL DAY 

Los Angeles Fans wikl gather at 7:45 AM, May 30th, at 
840 South Alameda Street Los Angeles for a "Mystery Trip" 
which is not a "juice" trip. Aside from stating that the 
fare is $4.00, the Railroad Boosters, box 5279, Metropolitan 
Station, Los Angeles 55, are not giving out details. 

The Boosters are planning a trip June 22nd over the Santa 
Fe over the Santa Fe loop and branch lines for $3.75 each. 


BAER PLANS PORTLAND TROLLEY VISIT 

Electric fans from the Bay Area are planning an ambitious 
tour of the Portland, Oregon, street car and interurban lines 
over the Memorial Day Holiday. Trip arrangements have been 
made for the electric portions only with fans making their 
own trips to Portland. Contact Addison Laflin, 2119 Marin 
Avenue, Berkeley 7, California. 


FALL TRIPS STILL TENTITIVE 


While none of the groups in the Bay Area have announced 
trips for the summer and fall the following trips have been 
mentioneds 

September 7 - R&LHS trip to Ft Bragg ) They'd better get 

September---- CNRHS trip to the Vat those dates strai- 

ghtened out now. 
From LA: 


UP special to Bolder Dam; Santa Fe-SD&AE-SP triangle 
trip. -=- By Boosters. 
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RAILROADS SPEED 
STREAMLINED SERVICE TO. BE IMPROVED 


Schedules have been prepared 
% + for the SUPER CHIEF and EL CAPIT- 


AN to be placed in daily service 


av between Los Angeles and Chicage 
(h j~ as soon as needed equipment is 
° delivered. The CHIEF has been 
Lies RgmaRae cut to 46 hours running time while a GRAND 
patie Rallwey of plens for as:| CANYON has been added over the same route 
service + Bnet Seattle anq| On a 48 hour schedule with a side trip to 
cago was announced here last} Wi] liams,. 

Ay dt! ” ee mn 
<Deaney ped ou tat the Great The UNION PACIFIC is meet~ | 
ke - this change with daily service 
jo start Tt June 29, and sald traf. on’the CITY OF LOS ANGELES, ‘This 
Cao will parallel daily service added 
The railroad president, who ar- to the CITY OF PORTLAND recently. 


ean “schedule of the 'N P| The CITY OF SAN FRANCISCO will contime on 

Coast Limited, slightly} present schedules"because of difficulty of 

wontort and ates” Kero n| Obtaining equipment"=-and lack of competit- 

Kr the faster sthedula, be suid. en] SO" the N.P. has bewed 
4 ‘ While © Nele as 

termediate points on the Seattle. out of the Northwest high-speed 


icago route. 7 ’ 
yp competition, the Milwaukee Road 
Linied, however, win Ue atzenme. is putting its OLYMPIAN HIAWATHA 
ty Eph into service June 29th even though 
will be made, ‘he said. This will its new sleepers are not ready. 
Feattle and Chivngo tn'as oetween| The diesel locomotives, coaches and obser- 





westbound and one hour and 15) vations are ready, so the Milwaukee is go- 


minutes eastbound. 


ing ahead. A 45-hour schedule is planned. 
-- Stearns 


OREGON ELECTRIC LOCOMOTIVES SOLD TO IOWA ROAD 
Three of the big four-truck electric locomotives, numbers 
60, 61 and 62, of the’ Oregon Electric have been sold to the 
Fort Dodge, Des Moines Southern Railway of Iowa. The 
engines were sold by the Winkleman Company which purchased them 
when the OE purchased diesel-electric locomotives. 
-- PORTLAND OREGONIAN 4/28/47 via Stearns 


YOSEMITE VALLEY LOCOMOTIVES AT MODESTO 

The Yosemite Valley locomotives are now all at Modesto 
except for number 29, 2-6-0, which left there recently for 
Mexico. The old YV yards at Merced are now being subdivided 
for a new residential section with all railroad buildings 
except a portion of the station removed. 

At Modesto the TIDEWATER SOUTHERN is using its diesel 
#135 on the section of line south about four days out of five. 

-- Al Rose 


YOSEMITE SUGAR PINE LUMBER COMPANY ENGINES SCRAPPED , 
The remaining three locomotives of the Yosemite Sugar 
Pine Lumber Company, numbers 2,°3 and 6, all shays, were 
scrapped during April at the company's Sunset Camp above 
the cable. Also scrapped were about a dozen assorted cars 
and two ex-Santa Fe side-door cabooses. The log flats 
were all YV equipment and have long ago been sold. The 
YSPL track wus torn up the past two summers. - Rose & Snook 
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LOCAL TRANSIT SITUATION 


The San Francisco Municipal Railway's "E" line 
has been changing over to trolley bus, but the change 
has been qyite interesting. At first the portion 
east of Golumbus Aveme was changed to busses of the 
ge@soline variety while the overhead was changed. 

Then while the overhead between Columbus Avenue and Van Ness 
is being changed gas busses are being used there while trolley 
busses have been placed in service east of Columbus and the 
street cars continue to operate west of Van Ness. Two tranfers 
are making patrons heppy. Soon the little four-wheel center 
entrance cars will be gone. A few may see service as M.W.e or 
sand cars, but the rest are to be robbed of motors for rebuild- 
ing former Market Cars. 


Car 200 of the former Municipal system is the first of 
the older equipment to be rebuilt to the new safty type. The 
platforms have been enclosed with doors off of the Market One- 
Man cars and connection made with contYolg so that the car can 

not proceed until the rear doors are closed. Fenders have 
been removed and life-guards have been applied. A new paint 
job completes the rebuilding, though the old wooden seats have 
been retained. 

Also sporting a new Muni paint job is old 1553, one of 
Market's 1906 St Louis cars. It is running on the 9 line, 

Suburban car 1228 is having its air-operated rear doors 
removed and replaced with the type of doors used on the others 
of its class. A few of the suburban cars have been equipped 
with air operated sliding doors in the front to replace the 
strong-arm system now in use. 


-- Lorin Silleman 
LAW DECISIONS IN THE RAILROAD NEWS 





NATION CITY LINES INDICTED ON ANTI-TRUST CHARGE 


The long over-due charges against the National City Lines 
under the Federal anti-trust laws have finally been made by 
the Federal Grand Jury in Los Angeles. From a practical angle 
however, the indictement is but the first step. Many a charge 
has been dropped even before trial. While it has long been 
common knowledge, and admitted by National City Lines, that 
the Standard Oil Company of Califarnia, General Motors, Fire- 
stone Tire Company, Phillips Petroleum Company and the Mack 
Manufacturing Company all held stock ownership nothing was 
ever done. We can only hope that this group of stockholders 
who stand to gain by motorizing our local transit systems, can 
be supplanted by ones which will be in a position to fairly 
evaluate the advantages of the various types of transit equip- 
ment. 


COURTS APPROVE RAILROAD PURCHASE OF PULLMANS 


The anti-trust suit against Pullman Company has been 
settled by the sale of the Pullman sleeping car business to 
a group of 43 railroad companies. The Pullman Company retain- 
ed the car building business, but the operation of Pullman 
cars is to be railroad owned. 
FRANGIS A. GUIDO 
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RAILROAD HISTORY ROLLS  _ gi === MISS 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC NARROW GAUGE 8 RETURNED ; 

Southern Pacific's narrow gauge locomotive #8 has been 
returned to them by the U.S. Gypsum Company which used it at 
Plaster City. The #8 passed through Los Angeles on a flat 
car enroute to Owenyo, though it is reported it may be shopped 
at Bakersfield before going into service. It will relieve 
narrow gauge locomotives 9 and 18, 4-6-0's, which are reported 
in need of repairs. - Best 





DIESELS ARRIVE FOR "GOLDEN ROCKET" AND "SHASTA DAYLIGHT" 

The 6000 series passenger diesel-electrics for 
service on the "Golden Rockét" and"Shasta Daylight" 
are being delivered, and numbers 6000, 6001 and 
6002 which will be used on the Rocket are operating 
on numbers 3 and 4. Numbers 6003 and 6004 which 
will be used on the Shasta Daylightare not expected 

until sometime in July. The passenger diesels are three- 
unit, single end, 6000 hep. Jecomotives in stainless steel 
with red trim, 

The freight diesel-electrics will also be 6000 hep. 
but in four units and numbered 6100 through 6119. The freight 
locomotives will be double end. 

Correction: The ex-Visalia “lectric locomotive now 
a tool shed at Sacramento is the former 401. VE diesel 
501 was at West Oakland for minor repairs the latter part of 
April. 

The following locomotives have been scrapped by the 
Southern Pacific systems 


Februar 
Tiburon N.W.P. 114, 4-6-0 


March 
Bayshore SP 1203, 0-6-0; SP £295, 4-6-0; SP 2602, 2-8-0; 
Sacramento SP 4004, 4-8-8=2 
Los Angeles SP 1139, O#6=0 (ex-PE 1505); SP 2430, 4-62 
Tiburan N.W.P. 139, 4-6-0 
April 
Sacramento SP 3029, 4=4=23 3904, 4-6-6-2; SP 3905, 4-6-6-23; 
SP 3910, 4-6-6-2; SP 4029, 4-8-8-23 
El Paso S.P. 3467, 2-8-0; 
Los Angeles SP 2269, 4-6-0; 2416, 4-6-2; SP 21035, 4-6-0; 
S.D. & A.E. 3, 0-6-0 
-- Fred Stindt 
Two army troop sleepers are now S.P.M.W. 4520 and 4521 
as crew cars for Maintainance of Way employees. - Hammond 


NORTHWESTERN PACIFIC ENGINE LIST 
The following are the locomotives now in use 
on the Northwestern Pacific: 
Southern Pacific 
2-6=O0's: 1644, 1703; 4-6-O0's: 2289, 2296, 2297, 
2303, 2339; 2-8-O's: 2500, 2688, 2690, 2736, 2755, 
Northwestern Pacific 
4-6-O0's; 108, 109, 1, 112, 140, 141, 142, 143, 170, 178, 
179, 180, 181, 182, 183, and 184. 
Also. leased is The Pacific Lumbér Company's #35, 2-8-2. 
-- Stan Borden 
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ALMANOR RAILROAD RECIEVES DIESEL 

The Almanor Railroad serving the Collins Lumber Company 
at Chester has recieved a 44-ton diesel-electric locomotive 
to replace the Hiesler locomotive #104 which has operated the 
road since the line was acquired from the Red River Lumber 
Company. -=- Phil Johnson 


WEST SIDE LUMBER COMPANY REPLACES SWITCHER 

The West Side Lumber Company at Tuolume has scrapped its 
standard gauge Heisler #1, former Sierra R.R. #9--Pickering 
#8, which was used to switch cars around the mill. The 
trucks have been used to standard gauge its narrow gauge #3 
which has replaced #1 in switching service. -- Azevedo 

Pickering Lumber Company at Standard City a few miles 
north has rebuilt its #11 shay which was damaged by fire 
last fall. The line is reported to have purchased another 
shay from the Standard Logging Gompany at Cochran, Washington, 
-- CwNRHS via Richter 


IERRA SHOPS OLD LOCOMOTIVE 
" The Sierra Railroad has finished repairs on their old 
Number 3, 4-6-0, which has stood outside of the shops at 
Jamestown out of service for over ten years. It was built 
by Rogers in 1891 for the Prescott & Arizona Central as their 
mumber 9 and was brought to the Sierra by the contractor who 
built the road. She was last used many years ago in movie 
work and may be used in that service again. -- Azevedo 


VIRGINIA & TRUCKEE “SELLS NUMBER 25 

Virginia & Truckee Number 25, 4-6-0, arrived in Los 
Angeles April 23rd and was delivered at a siding at Encino 
on the North Hollywood branch of the Southern Pacific to 
R.K.O. Studios for a picture to be titled "Tycoon", While 
some reports say that it has been sold, the studio reports 
it is only leased for the picture. The picture will have 
a South American background and the train will be revamped 
to South American practice. Engine 25 came south as dead 
freight at 20 mepehe with main rods off. -- G.li. Best 


Engine 25 has been replaced on the Virginia & Truckee 
by Nevada Copper Belt #5, 2-8-0, which has betained the ~ 
mumber 5 though some reports are to the effect that it will 
be numbered 25--the third 25 on the Vat, . 
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